
 
It’s important to clarify the three latest General Community, COVID-19 updates, which explain 
the Spanish national, and Murcia regional, government measures relative to coronavirus. 

General Community - Update 45, posted at 15.06 pm, Monday, 26th October 

Announced the Spanish government’s new nationwide State of Alarm and the 23.00 pm to 
06.00 am night time curfew, which was announced at 18.30 pm on the 25th October and which 
applied from 00.00 am on the 26th October. Justifiable journeys during the curfew were listed. 

General Community - Update 46, posted at 19.15 pm, Monday, 27th October 

Listed the Spanish government's measures adopted by the Murcia Regional Government; plus 
the Murcia administration's own local measures. The exceptions listed in Update 45 apply. 

General Community - Update 47, posted later at 02.25 pm, Friday, 30th October 

Sets out the Murcia government’s measures on the closing of the borders of the Murcia region 
and municipalities, pus the related conditions which apply. 

Overview 

Updates 45. 46 and 47, and the measures/exceptions listed in them, should be viewed as a 
package, all of which currently apply and are scheduled to end on Monday, 9th November. 
Note: Please be aware, they may be extended. 

COVID-19, UPDATE 47 - MURCIA REGIONAL                       
& MUNICIPALITY BORDER CLOSURES 
 

Late last night the decree restricting movement was passed into law by the Murcia Regional 
government and a decree issued. This was effective from 00.00 am, the 30th October, and will 
remain in effect until 00.00 am on the 9th November. 

The key measures are:- 

1.Limitation of the entry and exit of people in and out of the Region of Murcia. 

1. The entry and exit of people too and from the Region of Murcia is restricted under the 
provisions of the State of Alarm introduced on the 26th October (the purpose of which is to 
contain the spread of COVID-19 infections), except for justifiable journeys in relation to any 
of the following reasons: 

a) Visits to health centres, services and similar establishments. 

b) Compliance with labour, professional, business, institutional or legal obligations. 

c) Attendance at university, teaching and educational centres, including nursery schools. 
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d) Returning to places of habitual or family residence. 

e) Assistance and care of the elderly, minors, dependents, people with disabilities or anyone 
who is especially vulnerable. 

f) Travel to financial and insurance entities or refuelling stations in neighbouring territories. 

g) Required or urgent actions before public, judicial or notarial bodies. 

h) Renewals of permits and official documentation, as well as other administrative procedures 
that cannot be postponed. 

i) Taking of exams or official tests that cannot be postponed. 

j) Due to force majeure or situation of need. 

k) Any other activity of a similar nature, which is duly accredited. 

2. Limitation of the entry and exit of people from the municipalities of the Murcia Region. 

Entry and exit of people from the municipality in which their habitual residence is located is 
restricted, once again with the exception of the justifiable reasons listed above. 

3. Exceptions to restrictions on movement 

Movement in transit through the territorial areas where the restrictions provided for in this 
decree apply, shall not be subject to limitation. For example, where people are transiting to 
their habitual place of residence, be it in Spain or another country. 



THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE CURFEW AND BORDER CLOSURES 

When did the curfew come into effect? At 18.30 pm last Sunday, 25th October, effective from 
23.00 pm to 06.00 am. 

What are the exceptions that apply to the curfew? People must remain at their homes during 
the night time curfew and may only leave to carry out the following specific activities. 

• Visits to health centres, services and similar establishments. 
• Compliance with labour, professional, business, institutional or legal obligations. 
• Attendance at university, teaching and educational centres, including nursery schools. 
• Returning to places of habitual or family residence. 
• Assistance and care of the elderly, minors, dependents, people with disabilities or anyone 

who is especially vulnerable. 
• Travel to financial and insurance entities or refuelling stations in neighbouring territories. 
• Required or urgent actions before public, judicial or notarial bodies. 
• Renewals of permits and official documentation, as well as other administrative procedures 

that cannot be postponed. 
• Taking exams or official tests that cannot be postponed. 
• Due to force majeure or situation of need. 
• Any other activity of a similar nature, which is duly accredited. 

Note: If challenged by the authorities, the onus is on individuals to prove that they are breaking 
the curfew for a legitimate purpose. Documentary evidence will be required. 

When were regional and municipality borders closed? At midnight on Friday, 30th October. 

How will the closures and curfew generally be enforced? There will be a heavier than 
normal police (and possibly army) presence throughout the region. Initially, this weekend, the 
31st October and 1st November, at key regional and municipal entry and exit points, to limit 
the movement of people relative to the All Saints and All Souls festivities. Beyond that, the 
police will remain highly visible throughout the region and if people are stopped leaving their 
municipality, either inside or outside curfew hours, they should have a valid reason for their 
journey. 

Can people go shopping in other municipalities? No, in the case of La Manga Club owners, 
they can only shop within the Cartagena municipal area. La Union, Fuenté Alamo, any other 
municipalities in the Murcia region are off-limits. Internet shopping or home deliveries are 
allowed. 

What about restaurants, cinemas, beaches, concerts, tourist attractions and the like? 
Exactly the same answer applies as for shopping, you may only go to facilities based within the 
Cartagena municipal border. 

How can I see the borders of the Cartagena Municipality?  The map below shows the extent 
of the Cartagena municipal area. As can be seen, its bounded by the sea on the south and east, 
and by the rest of the Murcia region on the north and east. The small municipality of La Union, 
the grey area in the middle of the Cartagena municipality, is off-limits. 



Are journeys to Corvera and Alicante allowed? Although not on the essential list set above 
and listed in Update 45, as in last March’s lockdown, travelling to / from an airport was allowed. 
People need to have their tickets and related documentation available if stopped. Dropping off 
or collecting someone, provided it does not involve staying overnight in another region, will be 
allowed. Again documentary proof, flight details, etc, will be needed. 

Is it still possible to travel to Spain? Yes, for the moment Spain’s borders are open to EU 
citizens and nationals of certain other ‘approved’ countries. However, once in Murcia people 
will only be allowed to move around in the municipality where their property is located.  But, 
remember, the focus of recent measures is to restrict movement and social interaction, and if 
they don’t work another ‘lockdown’ could be introduced. Clearly this could have implications in 
terms of flight cancellations, medical needs, insurance and accommodation. 

What about driving though Murcia, and onward to another location? Just about every 
autonomous region in Spain has closed its borders and the situation is still changing at short 
notice. Only essential travel is allowed outside people’s regions and municipalities, and people 
will need to have a valid reason for doings so, plus supporting documentation. If a journey is to 
a destination outside Spain via a ferry port or another country, people must stay on main 
arterial roads. If overnight stays at hotels are involved, people must be able to produce 
documentation showing confirmed reservations. If traveling to a destination inside Spain, 
people must have a justifiable reason for entering a region in which their final destination is 
located. Be aware that traveling for holiday purposes to a second home may not be accepted 
as a justifiable. 

There will not be a problem passing through various regions to catch a plane or a ferry back to 
people’s country of residence, provided they can provided confirmation of bookings. If going 
on to travel through France or other countries, to repeat, currently Spain’s borders remain open, 
but bear in mind country ‘lockdowns’ may restrict movement going forward. 
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Disclaimer: All the above information is provided in good faith, but the LMC  General 
Community and its agents cannot accept any responsibility for people acting on it and they 
should consult with their personal advisors before making final decisions.
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